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Georgia CORE 

• Public-Private Partnership that provides higher quality, better organized and 
more cost-effective care to improve quality of care for cancer patients and 
quality of life for survivors in Georgia. Georgia CORE’s vision is to contribute to 
the state’s distinction s a national leader in cancer care and research and to 
better health for all Georgians.  

 
• The Board of Directors is comprised of oncologists, scientists, educators and 

public health professionals from leading cancer centers, and academic medical 
centers. 

 

• Georgia CORE is supported by: 
• Georgia Department of Public Health 
• Georgia Department of Community Health 
• Georgia Society of Clinical Oncology (GASCO)  
• Georgia Research Alliance 
• Government and Foundation Grants 
• Private Contributions and Sponsorships 
• Industry Contracts 



Why Georgia CORE? 

• Collaboration enables cancer providers and researchers to 
accomplish collectively what they would not be able to achieve 
independently 

 

• Fostering collaboration means working together to: 
• Conduct research 

• Provide cancer resources  

• Promote cancer prevention and screening 

• Facilitate quality, evidence-based care 

• Accelerating cancer research 

 

 

 



Our Partners 

• 24 Research Network Affiliates 
 

• 5 Regional Cancer Coalitions 
 

• 340+ Cancer Patient Navigators 
 

• 10 New Breast Cancer Licence Tag Awardees 
 

• 9 Public Health Centers 
 

• 2 FQHCs 

 



Partnership with NCI 

Certified by Health on the Net 
 

• 900+ Clinical Trials 

• 1,014 Oncologists 

• 286 Cancer Treatment Sites 

• National Treatment Standards and Guidelines 

• Community Resources throughout Georgia 

• Cancer Survivorship Connection 

• Statewide Initiatives 
 

 

 

 

 

Searchable Online Cancer Information Center 

http://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/


GeorgiaCancerInfo.org 

http://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/


Institute of Medicine, 2005 
“Health care providers should use systematically developed 
evidence-based clinical practice guidelines, assessment tools, and 
screening instruments to identify and manage late effects of cancer 
and its treatment.” 

Essential Elements of Survivorship Care, 2011 

Cancer Survivorship 
What is a survivor? From the time of diagnosis, through the balance of his or her 
life; includes family members, friends, and caregivers (National Cancer Institute) 
 

What is Survivorship? Experience of living with, through and beyond a diagnosis of 
cancer. (National Coalition of Cancer Survivorship) 



Statewide Survivorship Initiatives 

• 2010 - statewide survivorship survey to assess knowledge of 
national standards, use of Survivorship Care Plans (SCPs) and 
treatment summaries (TSs), and availability of survivorship 
resources in Commission on Cancer (CoC) hospitals 

• 78.9% response rate (n=30) 

• 46.7% reported knowledge of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) guidelines  

• 37% indicated they had no survivorship programs 

• 80% enhance networking among cancer centers to share best practices 

• 2012 - statewide survey to determine readiness to meet CoC  
guideline for SCP and TS by 2015 

• 62.2% response rate (n=23) 

• 39.1% cancer centers reported providing SCP and/or TS  

 



Statewide Survivorship Initiatives 

• 2012 & 2013 Convened Cancer Control Steering team to revise 
cancer plan 
• Engaged Survivorship Working Group  

• Identified two key survivorship initiatives based on previous surveys 

• Improve by 50% number of CoC institutions providing SCP & TS  

• Improve by 50 % quality of life for cancer survivors  

• Determined a need for baseline survye on survivors quality of life 

 

 



Georgia Cancer Plan 2014 -2015  

1.Cancer Risk Reduction: Tobacco and Obesity 

2.Vaccination for Human Papilloma Virus 

3.Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening 

4.Colorectal Cancer Screening 

5.Lung Cancer Screening 

6.Quality Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment 

7.Access to Palliative Care and Survivorship 

8.Patient Case Management and Care Coordination 
 

www.GeorgiaCancerInfo.org/gc3  

 

 

http://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/gc3


Statewide Survivorship Initiatives 

• Statewide Cancer Survivors’ Needs Assessment 
• Partnership with Rollins School of Public Health & Georgia Cancer Control 

Consortium Survivorship Working Group 

• Develop and implement a survey to assess physical, emotional, practical and 
spiritual needs & level of distress 

• Dissemination 40 CoC accredited hospitals with identified survivorship 
“champions”, 16 survivorship-focused organizations, 5 regional cancer 
coalitions via email, social media and mail 

• Poster Presentations: 

• American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Inaugural Cancer Survivorship 
Symposium (January 2016) 

• 8th Biennial Cancer Survivorship Research Conference (June 2016).   

• American Public Health Association Annual meeting in (October 2016). 

• Manuscript accepted for publication in the Journal of the Georgia Public 
Health Association 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Cancer Survivorship Connection (CSC) 

• Private Gift from Tom and Karen Chapman 
 

• Comprehensive web portal for survivors, caregivers and      
healthcare professionals that provides survivorship resources, 
navigation, tools and support to improve the quality of life for 
cancer survivors in Georgia  

 

• Funded January 1, 2014 and launched July 23, 2014 
 

• Cancer Survivorship Advisory Board 
• 10 survivors; 3 caregivers; 3 healthcare providers; 3 healthcare 

professionals 
 

• Poster Presentation:  Academy of Oncology Nurse Navigators 
(AONN+) – October 2015 

 

• Responsive Technology enhancement – June 2016 
 

 



GeorgiaCancerInfo.org/Survivorship 

http://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/survivorship


GeorgiaCancerInfo.org/Survivorship 

http://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/survivorship


CSC - Survivors 



CSC - Caregivers 



CSC - Healthcare Professionals 



CSC - Educational Resources 



Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute 

(PCORI) 

• PCORI Pipeline to Proposal Award: “Cancer Survivorship Care 
in Georgia”  
• Co-Leads: Angie Patterson, VP, Georgia CORE; Lanell Bellury, PhD, RN, 

AOCNS, OCN, Associate Professor, Georgia Baptist College of Nursing, 
Mercer University 



 

THANK YOU 

 
apatterson@georgiacore.org 

404.584.0657  

mailto:apatterson@georgiacore.org

